
  

 

   

 

 

  

PHOENIX NEWS  

April 29 , 2014  

Greetings f rom t he Principal  

Please join me for What ôs Brewing at HMTCA?  Coffee with the Principal    

Friday, May 2 nd  from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.  

 

Donôt miss this exciting event:   Thursday, May 8 th    HMTCA ôs 1st  A nnual  Project Showca se 

Middle School  students will showcase their grade level pr ojects between 5:30 and 7:30 

p.m.  Join us in celebrating  your child ôs work.   

6th Graders will showcase their Egyptian Projects and Poetry 

7th Graders will showcase their ISearch Projects 

8th Graders will showcase their Science Fair Projects 

Academic work will be displayed in classrooms and hallways while Arts and Encore work will be presented in the 

Cafeteria.      

 

 

 

  

 
        

 

 

 

NEW SUPERINTENDENT APPOINTED FOR HARTFORD SCHOOLS 

On Monday evening, April 21st, Hartford began another chapter in its continuing quest to improve our public 

school system, by appointing Beth Schiavino-Narvaez as the next superintendent.  Schiavino-Narvaez comes to 

us from Marylandôs Montgomery County Deputy Superintendent position, where she was in charge of school 

support and improvement.  Her focus was working with principals to raise achievement levels among minority 

students. 

The Board of Education conducted a national search over several months, followed by interviews with the final 

two candidates and wrapping up with public forums.  The 8 -1 vote sealed the decision; Schiavino-Narvaez will 

assume her new position on July 1, 2014 pending contract negotiations. She is supported by business and 

community leaders, educators, and residents who feel she is attuned with the Hartford school system, its unique 

challenges and the efforts already underway toward improvement. 

Schiavino-Narvaez feels the current combination of neighborhood schools, charter schools and magnet schools 

is creative.  She is clear, however, that ñin order for it to be a truly excellent system, performance needs to be 

consistent and high in every school, across the system.ò  Pledging a commitment to ñ working with the Board 

and the Mayor, city leaders, school staff, students, parents, and community members,ò Schiavino-Narvaez 

hopes to ñmake Hartford Public Schools the best city school system in America,ò   

 

 

 



 

 

HMTCA LEADS OFF UCONN VICTORY PARADE 

 

It was with great pride that the HMTCA Phoenix Marching Band led the UCONN victory parade.  Always a great 

honor to be the first to step off in any parade, the Marching Phoenix was doubly delighted to do so in celebration 

of UCONNôs dual championships.  The sun was shining, the temperatures soared to a toasty 70 ̶ and the 

enthusiasm and quality of the bandôs playing was spectacular.   

This was a bittersweet afternoon for our eighth grade band members, as it was the last time they marched with 

the band.  In a sense it was their ñsenior nightò, the culmination of three years of hard work and dedication.  They 

could not have asked for a better way to go out.   

We would like to give a special thank you to Steven Lazaroff, Parade Organizer, (and also Ms. Braumanôs uncle) 

for including us in this spectacular event!  
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Important Happenings at HMTCA  

 

FLEX DAYS COME TO AN END 

 

Wednesday, April 9th was the final FLEX of the year.  As always, the students enjoyed the opportunity to learn 

about something outside the core curriculum.  These are pictures of students exploring three of the selections: 

Body, Mind and Soul, Board Games Bonanza and Cool Careers.  

        

 

 

 

 
     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST ANNUAL PROJECT SHOWCASE 

Thursday, May 8th 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 

Donôt miss it! Put it on your calendar and please plan on attending this terrific new event at HMTCA.  Replacing 

science fair project night, this evening gives all middle school teachers and teams the opportunity to celebrate 

student work. 

 

6th Graders will showcase their Egyptian Projects and Poetry 

7th Graders will showcase their ISearch Projects 

8th Graders will showcase their Science Fair Projects 

Academic work will be displayed in classrooms and hallways while Arts and Encore work will be presented in 

the Cafeteria.      

 

 

 

 

      



HMTCA STUDENTS GO TO COLLEGE 

Several weeks ago we did an article about our first group of students, who were actually taking 

a college course on the Capital Community College campus.  HMTCA and the students involved 

were so excited to see our vision and goal become a reality.  We thought it might be interesting 

to get the studentsô perspective on this thrilling first experience.  The following three accounts ce  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Importa nt  Happenings at HMTCA continued  

ONE OF OUR OWN 

 

We know him as Social Studies teacher Mr. Pierre Joseph but many others know him as Major Joseph. 

He is currently deployed in Africa and sent an e-mail to the school with the subject line, ñGuess who missed 

you todayò. Here is what he wrote to share with the HMTCA community. 

   

ñI am doing well and will be home soon. Tell everyone at school I said hi.  I attached a few pictures of my 

travels in Africa.  This has really been a great deployment and a once in a life time opportunity to experience 

the people and cultures of some of the nations in Africa.  Take care, Pierreò   

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Corner  

 

HIGH SCHOOL GOES TO SCSU AND 

YALE PEABODY MUSEUM 

 

On Monday, April 28th our high school students, 

grades nine through eleven, will have the  

opportunity to visit the Southern Connecticut 

State University Campus.  They will also be treated 

to a trip to the fascinating Yale Peabody Museum. 

Providing these kinds of eye opening events has become a major part of our high school offerings and is vital to 

our early college learning theme. 

 

 

BOSTON COLLEGE TOURS 

 

Forty one of our high school juniors 

traveled to Boston on Monday, April 14th  

and Tuesday, April 15th.  The intent of the  

trip was to visit several of the areaôs  

colleges.  The students were able to see 

Northeastern University, Simmons College, Emmanuel College, Wentworth Institute of Technology and  

Bentley University. In addition, they found time to see some of Bostonôs incredible tourist attractions such as 

Quincy Market, Faneuil Hall, the USS Constitution and the Bunker Hill Monument.  The hotel provided some 

cool activities like a rock climbing wall, foosball, table tennis, basketball as well as some much needed 

relaxation like a swimming pool and movies.  Following are some comments from students Myane Harris, 

Jordan Gershman, Emily Squatrito, and Kamiliah Deleon. 

 

¶ ñI really enjoyed the Boston trip.  The colleges we went to were all great schools with beautiful 

campuses.  The tours taught me a lot abut the life of a college student.  The hotel was amazingly fun 

and comfortable.  The hotel and sports center added to the fun of the trip.ò  

¶ ñNEU (Northeastern University) is very large.  It offers many internships and has a great study abroad 

program.ò 

¶ ñNEU had many options for students based on their career interest.  Their Co Op program sounded 

interesting.  Over 95% of students in the Co Op program have jobs upon graduation.ò 

¶ ñEmmanuel is a small Catholic College, but that is not its entire focus.  It offers a variety of career 

choices.  Students are offered a wide variety of opportunities.ò 

¶ ñBentley University has a phenomenal Business Program.  We observed the Stock Exchange Class.ò 

¶ ñThe USS Constitution and Bunker Hill were great historical sites to visit.ò 

      

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

A Studentôs View 

 

 

 

The following article was written by eighth grade student, Mariah Boria, after learning about the issue of modern 

slavery in the New York Times óUpfrontô magazine. Mariah wrote the article to help raise awareness in our 

school community. 

 

Slavery: A Thing of the Present?   

Most people would agree that slavery was one of the darkest periods in U.S. history and that we would never 

let something like that happen ever again. Well, that is far from the truth. Slavery is still very much present, not 

only in America, but around the world. Slavery no longer looks like it did 100 years ago where slaves were 

being captured and put on slave ships to later be sold in public auctions. But it is just as horrible. There are 

more than 27 million people living in modern-day slavery. This includes 60,000 in the United States alone. 

Among these victims are men, women and even children. These innocent people are lured in with promises of 

a better life and enough income to support their families. These victims hoping to support their families are only 

met with poor working conditions and no pay. Most never get to see their families again.  

There is no ignoring the fact that young people are being forced to work all day under the hot sun for as long as 

20 hours a day, or that young women are being forced to sell their bodies. Even President Obama 

acknowledges this saying ñThe injustice, the outrage, of human traffickingémust be called by its true name-

modern slavery,ò Why do people continue to enslave millions of people after all that the world has been through 

involving slavery?  Part of the problem is the high demand for cheap labor. In fact, this helps sustain the growth 

of flourishing economies like China, who produces inexpensive goods and sells them to nations like the U.S. 

Traffickers thrive in countries like India, China, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Russia where crimes, 

poverty, and discrimination against certain ethnic groups are very common.  

Even though human trafficking may not necessarily ñthriveò in developed countries like the United States that 

doesnôt mean that it doesnôt exist. Just ask Rachel Thomas form Pasadena, California. She met a well-spoken 

man who promised her all sorts of modeling gigs. This later led to her being forced into prostitution. For 10 

months she was brutally beaten and kept in captivity with threats to her family. Eventually a victim brought the 

case to the police and the man was arrested, but others arenôt so lucky.  

The first steps to end 21st century slavery were taken in 2000. Fourteen years later many more steps have been 

taken, but policy makers say that there has not been enough money designated or political action taken, to 

ensure that these horrible crimes stop.  How can you help?  Well, you can start by doing research. A lot of 

items that people use every day, like electronics, clothes, make-up, fish, and yes even chocolate, are made 

using slave labor.  Try to find out how and where your clothes are produced, or look for fair trade labels on the 

foods that you buy at the grocery store.  This may take a little time and effort but itôs better than supporting the 

spread of modern-day slavery, thatôs for sure.  You can also help by spreading awareness.  Let everyone know 

that slavery is not just a thing of the past but a thing of the present that we must prevent from continuing in the 

future.           



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL TRIP TO SCSU AND   1ST ANNUAL PROJECT SHOWCASE  

YALE PEABODY MUSEUM     Thursday, May 8th    5:30 ï 7:30 PM 

Monday, April 28th       Classrooms and Cafeteria 

 

PROGRESS REPORTS CLOSE    COMPASS BLACKOUT DANCE 

Tuesday, April 29th       Friday, may 9th    3:30 ï 5:45 PM 

        Cafeteria 

 

MANDATORY PARENTS SPORTS MEETING #3  HIGH SCHOOL ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM 

Thursday, May 1st   6:00 PM     LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 

Cafeteria       Friday, May 9th  

 

WHATôS BREWING AT HMTCA?    8th GRADE TRIP TO WASHINGTON DC  

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL    Begins Monday, May 12th  

Friday, May, 2nd    7:30-8:30 AM 

PD Room 

 

TRILLS AND THRILLS MUSIC FESTIVAL   HIGH SCHOOL ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM 

High School Band, Choir & String Orchestra   BIOLOGY 

Friday, May 2nd       Monday, May 12th  

 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER, INC.    GOVERNANCE MEETING 

5K & 10K RUN FOR MENTAL HEALTH   Monday, May 12th   5:30 PM 

Saturday, May 3rd       PD Room 

Volunteers Needed for Service Learning Hours 

 

FOODSHARE WALK AGAINST HUNGER   EARLY RELEASE 

Sunday, May 4th       Wednesday, May 14th   12:00 DISMISSAL 

Walk for Service Learning Hours    No COMPASS 

Hartbeat Park, Hartford 

 

TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY    HIGH SCHOOL ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM 

Tuesday, May 6th       WORLD HISTORY 

        Thursday, May 15th   

 

PROGRESS REPORTS DISTRIBUTED   8TH GRADE RETURNS FROM WASHINGTON DC 

Thursday, May 8th       Friday, May 16th   

 

    

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Update  

 

MANDATORY PARENT MEETING FOR NEXT YEARôS SPORTS  

 

All parents of those current and incoming high school students who have an interest in playing sports next 

year (2014-2015), MUST attend the remaining informational session.  This mandatory meeting will cover 

required medical paperwork, eligibility, length of seasons and number of games, concussions due to sports 

injuries and other important information. The final meeting will be held on Thursday, May 1st at 6:00 PM in 

the cafeteria. 

 

NO STUDENT WILL BE ALLOWED TO PLAY HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS NEXT YEAR  UNLESS THEIR 

PARENT(S) HAVE  ATTENDED ONE OF THESE SESSIONS.  

 

 

SPRING SCHEDULES 

 

Middle School Boys Baseball 

Coach: Mr. Kyle Hansen    Assistant Coach: Mr. Michael Palin 

Sunday, May 4th ï 12:00 PM at Hartford Public vs. Naylor 

Sunday, May 18th ï 10:00 AM at Highland Park vs. PSA 

Tuesday, May 20th ï 3:30 PM at Highland Park vs. SMSA 

 

Middle School Outdoor Track 

Coach: Ms. Theresa Kemp 

Sunday, May 4th ï 1:00 PM at Hartford Developmental #2 at Hartford Public High School 

Sunday, May 18th ï 1:00 PM at Hartford Middle School Championship at Hartford Public High School 

 

Middle School Girls Softball 

Coach: Mr. Melvin Mitchell 

Sunday, May 4th ï 10:00 AM at Hartford Public 

Sunday, May 18th ï 10:00 AM at Rocky Ridge 

 

 

 

Band Notes  

 

The annual band banquet was held on Wednesday, April 9th when our musicians celebrated along with their 

parents.  Awards were given for this yearôs efforts, and next yearôs section leaders were announced.  The 

honors went to: 

¶ Band Captains: Grace Janssen, Isamar Amado-Serrano 

¶ Flutes: David Battit, Claire Palin 

¶ Clarinets: Tess Robinson, Makenna Lindsay 

¶ Saxes: Lindsay Keller, Max Mueller, Max Schlein 

¶ Trumpets: Angile Harbajan, Ben OôNeal 

¶ Low Brass: Emma Lauer, Hannah Woodruff, Pablo Figueroa 

¶ Drumline: Brian Amado-Serrano, Austin OôNeal 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Community News  

 

TWO SERVICE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

COMPASS will be partnering with the Community Health Center, Inc. of Meriden as they host their second 

annual 5K and 10K Race for Mental Health.   They are also offering a walk and a kidsô fun run.  This event 

will take place on Saturday, May 3rd at Hubbard Park located at 999 West Main Street in Meriden, CT.  

COMPASS is looking for volunteers to assist with many facets of the race and is offering shifts from  

6:30 AM ï 10:30 AM, and /or 10:00 AM ï 2:00PM. COMPASS will help to register and supervise our 

students; however we are unable to provide transportation to the race.   Some of the volunteer positions 

available are: 

 

FOOD STATION  PARKING   KIDS CAPE & MASK STATION 

                 SET UP        REGISTRATION       COURSE CHEERER 

                 FLOATERS       FACE PAINTING       SPIDERMANôS ASSISTANT 

                 ANTHEM TENT     WATER STATION       COURSE MARSHALL 

                 CHILDCARE 

 

 

 

 

This is the first year that COMPASS at HMTCA will be participating in the Foodshare Walk Against Hunger. 

We hope to reach our goal of helping to feed many of our hungry neighbors here in the greater Hartford area. 

Please join our team on Sunday, May 4th as we rally to support Foodshare and 300 community partners.  

 

Students can earn two hours of service learning by participating in the walk and an additional hour for every 

five people who sponsor them in the amount of $5 or more.  You should register in advance by getting a form 

either at the COMPASS or the main office.  If you would like to make a donation or support a specific walker, 

please go on-line to www.foodshare.,org , find our team (COMPASS@HMTCA) and select the person you 

would like to sponsor. You can also give your money directly to someone in the COMPASS office. 

 

The walk will take place at Hartbeat Park which is located at 140 Garden Street in Hartford.  Check-In begins 

at 12:30 PM so please check in at our table before 1:45 PM.  The walk will step off at 2:00 PM.  There is free 

event parking available at 690 Asylum Avenue.  This is a fabulous way to earn service learning hours and 

contribute to eradicating one of the most pervasive problems in the Hartford area. 

 

 

COMPASS BLACKOUT DANCE 

 

On Friday, May 9th COMPASS will hold the last dance of the year.  COMPASS is dedicating it to our eighth 

graders who, therefore, will be able to get in FREE!  All other COMPASS students will be charged $2.00 and 

non-COMPASS students will be charged $3.00.  There will be a concession stand with snacks available for 

purchase.  The dance will run from 3:30 PM ï 5:45 PM.  Donôt miss the final dance and a chance to say 

farewell to your eighth grade friends.    

      

 

http://www.foodshare.,org/
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Theatre Event  

 

 

 

DEFINITELY NOT A HORROR 

 

 

 

 

 

The high school production of the musical Little Shop of Horrors was anything but a horror!  It was absolutely 

delightful and beautifully performed.   Here are a smattering of reviews by some of our faculty members who 

were lucky enough to see the production. 

 

A high school teacher wrote, ñPerformances were impressive.  What a wonderful way to end a busy week!ò   

Ms. Brauman said, ñThe HMTCA high school students did an amazing job once again on opening night for Little 
Shop of Horrors!  I thoroughly enjoyed seeing our incredibly talented students in this musical.  They never cease 
to amaze me with the depth of their talent.ò 

ñI saw the Little Shop of Horrors with my daughter Friday night.  We have such a talented group of kids at 
HMTCA.  We LOVED it! é..Although my daughter was a little afraid of the Dentist!ò said Ms. Thompson. 

ñAttending the performance of Little Shop of Horrors was such a pleasureéI had the feeling of being a proud 
parent without all the nervous energy of praying for a flawless presentation. Bravo!ò   Ms. Avery 
 
 
Students from Mrs. Kaneôs eighth grade theatre class also attended the show and had this to say. 
 
ñAlthough the musical is named Little Shop of Horrors, this production should be called 
 Little Shop of Fun.ò   Lauren Cassot 
 
Shamari Harrington said, ñThe musical went above my expectations. I thoroughly enjoyed myself at the theatre.ò 
 
ñMy final thoughts are of wishing I could watch the play again. I would.  It has a combination of comedy, horror, 
and entertainment that I enjoyed.ò  Zobia Shaikh 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 


